
               5th Grade TAG Week of March 23rd  

Hello TAG Parents and Students! 

    Though we wish it was under different circumstances, we are excited to continue 
working with you virtually! We will be communicating with you regularly, but please 
do not hesitate to reach out with any questions or concerns you may have 
(kutz@fultonschools.or and/or fragalem@fultonschools.org ). Also, please know that 
we never want anyone to stress over any of the work, rather please think of this as an 
opportunity to learn in a new way, and remember, this is new to all of us, so let’s get 
into it and enjoy it!  

    Many of the items we are including are optional as the expectation is that you 
should never spend more than 60 minutes a week on TAG work. We also know that 
you need to focus on your regular classroom assignments, and those come first. Please 
let us know if you have any questions or concerns as we don’t want you to be stressed 
about TAG in any way, and we are more than happy to be flexible! Let’s see this as an 
opportunity that we are sharing in, and always know that we are learning partners! 

Here’s our first virtual lesson: 

TAG Essential Question: How did women create opportunities and become pioneers 
during and following the WWII era? 

1. Read the handout below entitled, “Women and World War II”. As you read, 
consider: Something that squares with your beliefs…A question going around in your 
mind…Three important points to remember. 

2. Visit the following website entitled "What did you do in the war, 
Grandma? http://cds.library.brown.edu/projects/WWII_Women/tocCS.html - 
Choose an interview to listen to and learn about ONE Pioneering Woman from 
WWII. To show what you know, choose one of the assignments below to complete  
(note: there is no need to print any of this as you can just handwrite your responses 
on a separate piece of paper, & feel free to create PPT pages via paper rather than 
on a computer if that is not available): 

a. ONE-PAGER - using both words and pictures, show what you learned about your 
selected woman from WWII. The CRITERIA for your one-pager should include the 
woman's name, the role they played during the war, 5 adjectives to describe her, 
3-5 sentences to summarize how this woman was a Pioneer, and relevant 
illustrations.  
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b. POWERPOINT - create a presentation of at least 5 slides to show what you know 
about your selected woman from WWII. See the above criteria for the one-pager 
to help guide your work. 

c.  HANDOUT below– “What did you do in the War Grandma?” 

3. OPTIONAL: We know that many of you are still working on the “African American 
Pioneering Artist of the 20th Century” project we started several weeks ago. This is 
not something you need to finish or even work on this week as we will be working 
on it through May. If you would like another copy, we are more than happy to send 
it to you, but we will also provide it again next week. 

JUST FOR FUN! ADDITIONAL LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 
- Wonderopolis – Read/Listen to “Wonder of the Day” - Then, see what you learned 

as you “Take the Wonder Word Challenge” and “Test Your 
Knowledge”    www.wonderopolis.org  

- Online Brain Teasers, Puzzles, and Logic Problems – Go to this site: 
http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/brain_teasers.htm 

 

In closing...Don't stress about the work ...Enjoy the learning! 
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Women and World War II 

 
 Perhaps the time period that was most influential for women in America was World War 
II.  Prior to World War II, America was still feeling the effects of the Depression.  Although 12 
million women were in the workforce before the war, they worked in low-paying jobs, primarily in 
the farming or the domestic fields.  Women also worked for their families’ businesses, but they 
weren’t counted as officially working.  During the war, a huge labor shortage was created.  The 
country needed to produce materials for war, but the men were overseas fighting, so the women 
stepped in. 
 The number of women in the workforce rose to 19 million during World War II.  Three 
million of these women worked in war-related jobs.  Women in the workforce not only held full-
time jobs, but they also continued to care for their homes and families as well with no help and 
little resources.  Not all women worked outside the home.  In fact, women with young children 
were encouraged by the government not to work outside the home.  Many women worked as 
volunteers with no pay.  Regardless, all women and children left at home during the war were 
united in the war effort.  They participated in scrap drives for metal, paper, and rubber.   They 
rationed steel, gas, food, silk, rayon, cotton, and wool.  They planted gardens and bought war 
bonds. 
 All of this social upheaval did take its toll.  Primarily in countries outside the United 
States, divorce rates rose.  Children began to work despite child labor laws.  Some children were 
neglected.  Workers lived in poor living conditions.  In the United States, segregation was a big 
problem, especially for African-Americans and those of Japanese, German, and Italian descent.  
However, because of their hard work and dedication, opportunities for women rose dramatically 
during the war.  Women held jobs in factories, the military, in the medical field and in journalism.  
They got a taste of freedom, choice, independence, and individuality that they had never been 
able to experience before.  Women learned that they could do whatever a man could do and at 
least as well as he could do it. 
 When the war ended in August 1945, the soldiers returned home to their jobs and the 
women were expected to fulfill their former role as wife and mother.  Many women lost their jobs 
to the returning soldiers, to the cutbacks and closings of factories, or to discrimination against 
women.  Most women returned to life in the suburbs, enjoying technological improvements such 
as washing machines, clothes dryers, frozen foods, and TVs.  Many returned happily, because 
this was what they had fought for during the war.  However, more women began to realize that 
they enjoyed the personal satisfaction of working and earning paychecks.  The women who did 
continue working mostly held low- or non-paying jobs.  Many worked in domestic, office, 
hospital, school, factory, or farm jobs.  Almost all working women experienced problems with 
equal pay and discrimination.  Over the years, the number of working women rose, and many 
women were working in fields that they previously were not allowed to work in the past.  These 
women were truly pioneers! 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
After using your notes from the background information and the interview 
information, work to complete the Creative Problem Solving steps below. 
 

1. What are at least 8 facts that you learned from the background information and the 
interviews? 

 
2.  What are at least 2 questions that you still have? 

 
 

3.  What are at least 3 problems that women encountered after World War II? 
 
 

4.  What do you think is the most important of these three problems? 
 
 

5.  What are three ways you can think of to solve this problem? 
 
 

6.  What four things should you consider when choosing the best solution? 
 

7.  Which of those three ways do you think is the best way to solve the problem and 
why? 

 


